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Dear Friends and Supporters,

The Flathead is a special place. Amidst all the recent growth and change, 
Whitefish Legacy Partners’ commitment to conservation, recreation, and 
education has not wavered. Our work to collaborate and seek community-
based solutions is more important than ever – and thankfully, continues 
to be highly valued and supported – through both community involvement 
and financial investment.

Since our founding in 2003, we have partnered with the community and 
protected 6,100 acres of local lands, created the Whitefish Trail, and 
launched vibrant outdoor education programs. For the past six years, 
Smith Lake has been at the heart of our conservation work and serves as 
a critical connection for the Whitefish Trail.

Being outdoors on the Whitefish Trail brings tremendous joy and 
prosperity, and that is only possible through our strong partnerships 
with local, state, and federal agencies and involved local nonprofits. 
Together, through a shared vision, we have built miles of quality public 
trails and conserved thousands of acres surrounding Whitefish Lake.
 
Our work to enhance our local economy while protecting the community’s 
core assets deserves permanent protection. Clean water, resilient 
landscapes, scenic viewsheds, and guaranteed recreational access 
continues to be our foundation and top priority. The Whitefish Trail and 
our local conservation lands are our legacy for the Whitefish community.

Mike Jopek, Board Chair
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mission
Whitefish Legacy Partners is a non-profit organization whose community-minded vision ensures 

conservation, recreation, and education on the lands around Whitefish for future generations. 

Our community-minded vision includes conserving important viewsheds, watersheds, forests, and wildlife 

habitat on public and private lands through conservation agreements and acquisitions while simultaneously 

creating high quality recreation opportunities, including our anchor project, the Whitefish Trail. 

conservation
We protect our important local lands 

and unparalleled recreation opportunities 
to ensure open lands, scenic viewsheds, 
connected wildlife corridors, and quality 
drinking water for generations to come. 

Our community-driven work creates 
recreation opportunities and permanent 

public access, supports sustainable timber 
management, and ensures MT School Trust 
Lands are not lost to development through 

innovative conservation strategies. 

recreation
The Whitefish Trail is a regional, 

multi-partner project established in 
2010 to develop a 55+-mile recreational 

trail system encircling the community 
of Whitefish and Whitefish Lake. 

The natural-surface, non-motorized 
trail winds through vibrant forests, 

visits scenic lakes, and explores our 
protected open lands. Hiking, biking, 

f ishing, or simply enjoying being outside 
with family, the Whitefish Trail provides 

permanent, public recreation 
just steps from town. 

education
Education on the Whitefish Trail offers 

a unique opportunity to cultivate 
connections between our community, 

our natural lands, and our outdoor 
heritage. The WT Learning Pavilion at Lion 
Mountain offers a base for our year-round, 
free environmental education programs. 
We strive to educate locals, visitors, and 
youth about the interwoven elements of 
a thriving ecosystem while fostering an 

appreciation for the special places 
surrounding our community. 

3"

4"

3



CONSERVATIoN
The vibrant forests, clean water, open lands, and endless recreation opportunities that 
define Montana are a few of the many reasons Whitefish and the Whitefish Trail are so 
special. The state and private land surrounding Whitefish, especially at the head of Whitefish 
Lake, are host to sensitive wetlands, free flowing rivers, and wildlife migration corridors 
essential to the water quality of Whitefish Lake and the health of the surrounding open lands. 

Many of these lands are at high risk of being converted to non-forest uses. This is especially 
true in the Swift Creek-Smith Lake area and at Spencer Mountain, where the land offers easy 
access and stunning views of the surrounding mountains and is highly developable due to its 
gently sloping terrain. The risk to these areas continues to increase as the local economy 
thrives and land prices continue to rise. As development expands, the pockets of connected, 
undeveloped lands are more critical than ever. Conservation of these landscapes today 
guarantees ecosystem integrity and permanent public access for future generations.
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Resilient Landscapes
Whitefish is surrounded by millions of acres of public land stretching hundreds of 
miles north into Canada, including Waterton-Glacier National Parks, Flathead 
and Kootenai National Forests, and Stillwater State Forest. Whitefish 
Legacy Partners, with the support of the community, works to conserve 
key habitat and open space, protect the Whitefish watershed and the 
City’s drinking water supply, and guarantee permanent public access and 
managed recreation, all while sustaining local timber jobs. Increasing 
development pressure threatens the health of our local natural resources, 
as the area is incredibly desirable. Protection of these resources requires an 
active and engaged community that seeks to balance growth with natural 
resource protection through responsible land management decisions and conservation action. 

Vital Habitat
The high-quality forests, meadows, wetlands, and creeks surrounding 
Whitefish are home to a wide range of signature wildlife species, 
including elk, mule deer, moose, gray wolf, black bear, and bobcat. 
Much of the habitat also serves as core recovery areas for the threatened 

Canada lynx and an endangered population of grizzly bear, in addition to 
many wetland and forest dependent birds, bats, butterflies, and dragonflies 

that are listed as priority species in the MT Partners In Flight Bird Conservation 
Plan. Much of this habitat has been identified as having critical wildlife connectivity values, providing 
key linkage zones for various wide-ranging carnivores and ungulates.

Our Water
Our community is blessed with many streams, wetlands, and lakes dotting 
the surrounding landscape, with Whitefish Lake being the largest and 
most ecologically and economically influential waterbody. Whitefish 
Lake is fed by six tributaries encircling the lake, including Swift, Smith, and 
Lazy Creeks at the north end of the lake which supply nearly 90% of the 
lake’s water. The City of Whitefish currently gets 25% of its municipal water 
supply from Whitefish Lake and 75% from Haskill Creek. Preserving our 
resilient landscapes and vital habitat protects our local watershed.

www.whitefishlegacy.org
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recreation
Since 2010, the Whitefish Trail has become an important 
community asset with 47 miles of natural surface, non-motorized 
trails accessed from 15 trailheads surrounding Whitefish Lake. This 
community-driven and donor-supported project is a collaboration 
between Whitefish Legacy Partners, the City of Whitefish, and the 
MT Department of Natural Resources and Conservation.

In 2022 and in partnership with Flathead National Forest, Whitefish 
Legacy Partners completed construction of the Whitefish Trail at 
Holbrook Overlook. Situated on 156 acres of USFS land halfway up 
Big Mountain Road, Holbrook features four miles of new trail and a 
welcoming scenic overlook with stunning views of the Flathead 
Valley. In upcoming years, Holbrook will connect into Hellroaring 
Basin and eventually to Smith Lake at the head of Whitefish Lake.

In 2023, we will improve access at Smith Lake with new trail and 
lakeshore amenities, including a dock, viewing platform, and bench. 
This new day-use area will ensure sustainable public access to a 
beloved local place that will provide a family-friendly and quiet 
recreation opportunity at Smith Lake. 

As we continue to create community outdoor recreation destinations 
and the Whitefish Trail system matures and expands, our work to 
maintain, manage, and operate the Whitefish Trail must also shift 
and adapt. This is an ongoing challenge that WLP, the City of 
Whitefish, and the dedicated community of people who donate, 
support, and volunteer in countless ways are ready to meet. 
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Repair the WT Wear and Tear!
Well-designed trails and trailheads require regular maintenance and attention. This maintenance 
keeps the Whitefish Trail in good working condition so that it can withstand regular use and varied 
weather conditions. Routine maintenance projects include ongoing work such as clearing trail drainage 
features and re-staining benches and picnic tables. Work can also be more complicated as with two 
important projects completed in 2022:

Trailhead Grading
The 15 Whitefish Trail trailheads are the well-loved access points that we all use to 
get to the trail. To ensure continued easy and safe access, parking lot and road 
grading work was completed at Lion Mountain, Big Mountain, and Swift Creek 
Trailheads. In an effort to maintain all trailheads, we initiated a rotating repair 
schedule that ensures all trails regularly receive corrective maintenance. 

Switchback Armoring
On the steep sections of Lower Haskill, switchbacks are getting eroded from 
steady use. In partnership with the Flathead Area Mountain Bikers (FAMB) Trail 
Crew and members of the WLP Volunteer Trail Crew, the WT Trail Coordinator 
reinforced steep turns and returned the trail to good working order. This 
armoring work involved excavating two switchbacks, laying rock pavers within 

the switchbacks, then covering the pavers with a mixture of gravel and dirt. 

Be Kind Outside!
As the total number of trail users increases, we are working on more than just 
keeping the trails in good condition. We are also focusing on user etiquette 
outreach campaigns to ensure everyone knows how best to enjoy recreational 
trails responsibly and courteously. One example that is making a difference on 
the Whitefish Trail through digital outreach, in-person events, and informational 
signs, is the Outside Kind Flathead campaign.

Though there are many recreation rules that are the same for all user groups–Respect 
Wildlife, Leave No Trace–there are also considerations for different user groups. Communicating the 
various lessons to each user group is complicated, and Outside Kind Flathead is a valley-wide campaign, 
led by WLP, that hopes to simplify rules among user groups and focuses on being kind and thoughtful. 
This summer, look for our Outside Kind materials throughout the Flathead and on the Whitefish Trail, and 
do your best to be kind to one another as we all enjoy these shared recreational spaces together. 

Visit outsidekind.org/flathead for more information on hike kind, wag kind, ride kind, ski kind, and trot kind.

www.whitefishlegacy.org
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Free Community Programs
WLP offers free outdoor education opportunities to the community, 
including school field trips, guided community hikes and bikes, youth-
specific activities, adult speaker series, and trail fitness programs. Guided 
hikes include spring wildflowers, bird watching, mushroom identification, 
snow science, and more. Youth-specific hikes include field sketching, nature 
art, insect identification, and forest exploration. The goal of our free education 
programs is to empower youth and engage the community.

Forest Explorers
Forest Explorers Camp offers a unique opportunity for kids ages 7-11 to 
explore the Whitefish Trail during a four-day camp at the Whitefish Trail 
Learning Pavilion at Lion Mountain. Campers enjoy fun-filled days with 
hikes, art activities, and games while connecting with the natural world and 
meeting new friends. Whether learning about forest critters, building fairy 

houses, or capturing the views in a painting, campers learn about the animals 
and ecosystems that surround them through creativity, play, and exploration. 

Girls on the Trail
Girls on the Trail is a collaboration between Whitefish Legacy Partners 
and community partners for girls ages 12 to 15 to experience mountain 
biking, hiking, photography, writing, and community service. The four-
day program provides teenage girls throughout the Flathead Valley an 
opportunity to find a love for mountain biking, an appreciation of trails 
and open lands, and to develop their own creativity and strength through 
hard work and mentorship.

The Whitefish Trail serves as a portal to bring people outdoors and provides the community 
a connection to the natural lands surrounding Whitefish. Whitefish Legacy Partners facilitates 
outings on the Whitefish Trail for all ages and strives to provide relevant school curriculum 
programs, encourage outdoor education, and increase awareness of our local natural resources. 
Our Whitefish Trail programs offer opportunities for our community to learn about the value of 
conservation and open lands surrounding Whitefish.

educATIoN
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events

Hit the Trail! Challenge
The Hit the Trail! Challenge occurs during the month 
of May and inspires the community to live active 
and healthy lifestyles. We challenge the community 
to log their miles on the Whitefish Trail during the 
month while running, biking, hiking, or horseback 
riding. For every mile logged on the Whitefish Trail, 
$1 is donated back to the trail and our local 
conservation lands. The 2022 Trail Challenge engaged 
over 600 individuals, including 12 Workplace Teams and the Whitefish 
Middle School, for a total of 29,083 miles on the Whitefish Trail: 6,100 miles 
logged were hiked, 12,806 miles biked, 4,055 miles run, and 34 miles were 
logged on horseback, generating $29,083! Thank you, Whitefish. 

Whitefish Trail Hootenanny
The Whitefish Trail Hootenanny, held annually in 
late August, is a music festival, fundraiser, and 
one of our favorite family community events! 
The WT Hootenanny brings over 1,200 
community members together in downtown 

Depot Park to celebrate the Whitefish Trail and our

open lands with live music, local craft beer, food trucks, a raffle, and kids’ 
activities, including a bike obstacle course. All proceeds support 
conservation, recreation, and eduction on our local conservation lands.

Whitefish Trail Legacy Run
Every fall, the Whitefish Trail Legacy Run brings a 
weekend of running events to the Whitefish Trail. 
The WT Legacy Run weekend engages over 800 
community members, including racers and 
volunteers. Saturday’s 50k Mountain Ultra starts 
and ends in Depot Park in downtown Whitefish, 
climbs to the summit of Big Mountain via the 
Whitefish Trail in Haskill, and finishes at the Great 
Northwest Oktoberfest. Sunday’s races include a half 
marathon, 10k+, 5k+, or family fun run starting and ending at the Whitefish 
Bike Retreat in Beaver Lakes. These events connect the community and 
visitors to our local lands, while celebrating how far we’ve come to “Close 
the Loop” of the Whitefish Trail. 

For more information on upcoming events, visit whitefishlegacy.org/events.

Whitefish Legacy Partners hosts three fundraising events each year to engage the community and celebrate together. These events provide us 
an opportunity to celebrate all that the Whitefish Trail contributes to the quality of our lives and the vitality of our community. 
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Whitefish trail
 Volunteer of the Year

Audra Tasa has been giving back to the 
Whitefish Trail as a volunteer for years. In 2022, 

Audra volunteered 500+ hours as a WT Trail Patroller, 
WT Legacy Run and WT Hootenanny volunteer, 

and education volunteer.

One of her favorite volunteer days was helping with 
Girls on the Trail mountain biking. She says “The girls 
took to mountain biking the trail in no time and were 

having so much fun. They were cheering each other on 
and wanting to get more and more adventurous. Their joy 
and energy were so infectious that my face literally hurt 
from smiling all day. It was just an overall incredible day.”

Volunteers like Audra find a variety of ways to give back 
and make the Whitefish Trail an important part of the 
community. We are so grateful to Audra for making 

volunteering on the Whitefish Trail a big part of her life and 
for bringing her own infectious joy and energy to the trail.

To learn more about WLP’s volunteer opportunities and 
how you can give back to the community in a fun way, 

visit: www.whitefishlegacy.org/give-back.

I am so grateful for our trail system and all it offers. 
Volunteering with WLP is simply a win-win, and I am 

thankful for the opportunity to give back to a 
resource that provides so much for so many.”~ Audra Tasa
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financials
whitefish 

legacy Partners
ANNUAL OPERATIONS & PROGRAMS

Fiscal Year ending December 31, 2022

Revenue
USFS Challenge Cost Share	 $18,900
Non-profit Partners	 $5,750
Corporate Sponsors	 $2,200
Total	 $26,850

Expenses
Professional Services	 $18,550
Events	 $2,826
Administration	 $697
Total	 $22,073

FISCAL SPONSORSHIP 
Fiscal Year ending December 31, 2022

Whitefish Legacy Partners’ programs supporting conservation, 
recreation, education, fundraising, and community outreach are the 

backbone of the organization. Six dedicated, paid staff lead the 
efforts working to accomplish the community’s vision with guidance 

and leadership from an 11-person volunteer Board of Directors.

Leave your legacy!
Whitefish Legacy Partners established a Montana accredited endowment 

in 2011 with the Whitefish Community Foundation. The Fund safeguards 
the long-term health of our community trail system by funding 
maintenance in perpetuity—for current and future generations. 

Make a legacy donation and enrich the Whitefish Trail FOREVER.
www.whitefishlegacy.org/ways-to-donate

fund balance:
$1,281,805

as of December 31, 2022

annual distribution:

in perpetuity
4%    ~$50,000

2022Revenue
Grants	 $84,240 
Great Fish Community Challenge 	 $176,587 
Corporate Sponsors	 $40,336
Donations
     Friends & Families	 $37,655
     Major Donors	 $138,534
Events & Merchandise	 $113,660 
Programs	 $3,677
Total	 $594,689	

Expenses
Operations
     Conservation Programs	 $77,546
     Education Programs	 $63,465
     Recreation Programs	 $147,508 
     Fundraising	 $57,297
     Community Outreach	 $61,391 
     Administration	 $18,467
Investments
     2023 Programs	 $100,000
     Future Whitefish Trail	 $55,953
Total	 $581,626

non-Cash Contributions
Volunteer Labor	 $47,635
In-Kind Goods & Services	 $32,267
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the whitefish trail
TOTAL PROJECT

2010-2022

The Whitefish Trail first opened in 2010 at 
Lion Mountain with new sections of the Whitefish 

Trail added each year. The original WT investment 
was led by community-minded donors and 

leveraged by WLP to secure the State’s largest 
Recreational Trails Program grant supporting a 

project of regional significance. Twelve years later, 
with annual contributions thanks to the generosity 

of trail users, conservation-minded supporters, and 
local businesses, the Whitefish Trail is 47 miles, 

accessed from 15 trailheads, with education 
programs based at the WT Learning Pavilion 

at Lion Mountain. 

WT total 
investment

$2,980,438
2010-2022

27%

9%

27%

23%
14%

Program Support
Operations & 
Maintenance

Trail 
Construction

Planning & Design

Trailhead & 
Amenities 

Construction

community conservation
Community conservation is the foundation of WLP’s work, and we work with public and private partners and donors to create lasting legacies. WLP led our community’s first 

conservation project in 2014 protecting 1,520 acres forever in Beaver Lakes. Haskill Basin was the source of the second community conservation project in 2016 involving numerous 
partners to protect 3,022 acres and the City’s drinking water. WLP acts as the local community catalyst to create beneficial outcomes and protect critical landscapes for the community.

WLP secures grants and donations every year 
on behalf of the Whitefish Trail and plans for future 
construction, maintenance, and management. WLP 

invests in the future of the Whitefish Trail strategically 
and with prudent fiscal responsibility. Recreation 
opportunities will expand at Smith Lake in 2023 
and 2025-2027, connect the Whitefish Trail from 
Holbrook Overlook to Hellroaring Basin in 2025, 

and connect Hellroaring Basin to Smith Lake in 2026. 
Future WT connections to Close the Loop of the 

Whitefish Trail optimistically will be completed by 2030.

FUTURE PROJECTS
2023-2030

2022 Grants, 2023-2025	 $73,750
2022 Restricted Private Donations	 $30,000
2022 Board-designated Investment in future	 $55,953
New Construction Reserves	 $164,132
Total	 $323,835

SMITH LAKE LEGACY Fiscal Year ending December 31, 2022

Private Donations–2017-2021	 $656,631
Private Donations–2022	 $230,624
Private Donations–pledged, 2023-2026	 $1,590,000
Foundations	 $210,000
Total	 $2,687,255

Land Board consideration April 2024, MT State Trust Land 600-acre easement acquisition 

beaver lakes
$7.3M
100% funded locally

haskill basin
$16.7M

46% or $7.7M funded locally

+ $24M
2012-2016

=

ANNUAL PROJECT
Fiscal Year ending December 31, 2022

WLP fundraises each year to support new 
construction and operations and maintenance on 

the Whitefish Trail. The budget is managed 
collaboratively with the City of Whitefish. 

Holbrook overlook
Revenue
Grants	 $150,955
Private Donations	 $156,165
Total	 $307,120

Expenses
Planning & Design	 $35,425
Trail Construction	 $33,485
Trailhead & Amenities	 $238,210
Total	 $307,120

operations & maintenance
Revenue
Grants	 $58,707
Private Donations	 $8,814
Partner Contributions
    Glacier Nordic Club	 $1,995
    Flathead Area Mtn Bikers	 $6,160
    MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks	 $449
Endowment Distribution	 $19,708
Total	 $95,883

Expenses
Operations	 $35,660
Maintenance	 $52,359
Programs	 $8,814
Total	 $95,883
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AGL Foundation
Lisa Aiken
Alix Partners
Amazon Smiles
Amgen Foundation
Anonymous Donors
David Arnett
Summerfield 
   & Julie Baldridge
Duane & Valerie Bauch
Bill & Betsy Bayne
John Bertram
Robert & JoBeth Blair
Dee Blank
Dick & Sandy Boyce
Craig & Nancy Branigan
Becky & Doug Briber
Broussard Charitable
   Foundation
Robert & Jill Burt
Sue & Bill Carpenter
John Chaney
Marge & Ed Chianelli
Craig & Debbie Clark
Compass Lexecon
Shelley Coldiron
Michael & Stacey Covey
Paige Craig
Credit Karma
Gordon & Katherine Cross
Lindy Cubberley
Lesley & Cliff Dales
Gary & Annell Danczyk
John & Patsy Davis
Bruce Deitz
DelTex Capital
Dominion Foundation
Rick & Kristy Dooling
Lucinda Downing
Paul & Wendy Faganel
Lori Faison
Irene Feria & Jose Ness
First Interstate 
   Bank Foundation
Abigail Fitch
Carlos Garcia & Tara 
   Smith-Garcia
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Google
Charlene & Mike Gustafson

Daphne & Steve Hall
Jan Haller
Arden Hoffman
Matthew Hoyne
Noel Huettich
Hallie & Paul Johnson
The Kalpakis Family
Greg & Connie Kasper
Steven & Melissa Kelly
Bradley & Melissa Kent
Kepler Family
Bill & Michelle Krippaehne
Brian & Deborah Krueger
Tamara Kruger
Brian Lavergne 
   & Christine Tateson
Jonathon Lippincot
Molly Miller 
   & Mark Jungerman
Karl & Carol Moody
Rick & Laurie Murphy
Yvonne Nanasi
Leif & Gloria Nelson
Alexa Nevins
Julie Olson
Marcia & William Pade
Sandra Perl
Karen Perser & Sydney Lillard
Brooks Preston
John & Beth Repke
Robert Richardson
Hank & Susan Ricklefs
Marc & Francine Roston
Ernest Rouse
Roger Rowles 
   & Valerie Konnerup
Beth & Will Saltonstall
Rachel Schmidt
Heidi & Andrew Shors
Josh Lozman & Kristen Sramek
Charlie & Nancy Stone
Stanley & Jeanne Strathman
Mark & Nancy Svennungsen
Nancy & Jesse Thompson
Carolyn Tobkin & Craig Battin
Somer Treat
Garret Turner
James & Toni Turner
Wendy Umphrey
Julie & Jeremy Veit
Todd Votteler
Dori & Bill Walton
Laura Whittemore
Rick & Sue Williams
Alison Young
Linda Zimet

Bake & Lee Baker
MaiBritt & Joe Bennett
Glenna & Todd Bergland
Marvin & Susan Bernt
James, Virginia 
   & Rachel Bowland
Tom & Carrie Bowman
John & Jenny Branston
Larry & Molly Bruce
Susan & Keith Causey
Joe & Jill Courtney
John & Brenda Dulski
Melanie & Trenton Eckhardt
Kevin Eichhorn
John & Carol Ellis
Janie Frazar & Brian Lumpkin
Kristin & Bryan Gardner
Frank & Jodi Gray
Eric & Kari Greenberg
Jud & Lee Ann Groshong
Brandon & Colleen Guest
Greg & Catherine Gunderson
Jenna Harrington
Laura Hayward
Chris & Shannon Hoge
Leslie & Will Hunt
Scott & Barbara Janni
Dale Johnson
Keii Johnston
Sheila & Jay Johnston
Kaye & Bruce Haller
Zach Jonson
Robert Kirchner
Bill & Jill Kobrin
Frank & Ginny Larence
Joe Laszewski
John & Kathleen Lewison
Clifford MacDonald
Mark & Ashleigh Magill
Samara Marney
Paul Miller & Joana Valentino
Jean Morgan
Anna Maria Motta
Sam & Ruth Neff
Dan & Deana Nelson
David & Michelle Noftsinger 
Doug & Allison O’Briant
Richard & Edith O’Brien
Deborah Pero
Annie Pontrelli

Geoff & Lecia Post
John Putman
Lee Rumaner
Tom & Jen Sato
John Shigo & Christina Larsen
Karen Sweetapple
John & Laurel Swetnam
Eric Toler
Elizabeth Whittington
Mary & Hal Williamson
Kerry Witterschein
Jill Zignego

William & Olga Adams
Hannah Ahmed
Jeff Anderson 
   & Karen Nicoletti
Dan & Laurie Averill
Kayla Bachman
Mike & Kristi Barham
Steffen & Kristine Beach
Kraemer Bell
Genevieve Bennett
Brendan Bersey
Diane & Herb Bingham
Cindy & Stuart Bresee
Jim & Andrea Brew
Alice Briggs
Tom & Debbi Browning
Leah Carlburg
Brian & Brenda Carper
Shawna Christianson
Kristen Cisneros
Timothy Clayton
Montgomery Coleman
Kathy Colucci
Karen Cordi
Meghan Cowart
Kim Crawford
Kathy Crowe
Chris Crumal 
   & Vicki Bernstein
Mark Davis & Mary Curtis
Rod DeVall
Travis Diehl
Nell Doyle
Chantal Dupont
Marchand Dye
Marilyn Eberly
Freya Erickson

Renee Erickson
Dan Frankino
Bailey Gage
Janay Giesy
Tatiana Giraldo
Allison Gleason
Alan & Bethany Gnauck
Wanda Good
Miles & Jan Gordon
Coby & Dana Grove
Dianne & Larry Grove
Karen Gunderson
Alex Gurtcheff
H&R Block 
John & Julie Hankinson
Lauren Hansen
James & Lynn Hartshorne
Jack Hegarty
Jolene Hill
Holt Family
Jim & Penny Horner
Birgit Huffman
Barb & Ron Hvizdak
Jerry & Marsha Ingraham
Emily & KK Jense
Wayne & Yolande Johansen
Sabra & Kent Jones
Cory Keller
Ron Kelly
Robin Kelson
Jeremy Knapp
Terry Chute & Jane Kollmeyer
Tom & Ruth Kosmalski
Mary Kratz
Margo Lembke
Patrick Madigan
Marianne Madler
Sean Malone
Christina Maloney
John & Anne Maloney
Peter & Lisa Marshall
Shelli Mavor
Mary McCarthy
Morgan McCarty
Patricia McDonald
Katie Miller
Theresa Mooney
Donnie & Nora Moore
John Moos
Jeanine Morreim
Michael & Wanda Morton
Matt Munkelt
Barbara Myers
Jessica Nesher
Tom Nogay
Alexander Nutt
Terri Odenweller

Rod & Sheralee Olsen
Jessie Opel
Rolf Ostoy
Jean Parodi
Sara & Dwight Parr
Kim Pearce
Helen Pegram
Lori Penzi
Kenneth Perry
Carole Peschel
Andrew Porter
Mitch Pousson
Jan Pownell
Michael & Jael Prezeau
Suzanne Purnell
Lori Rauser
Laird & Agatha Reed
Mark Reinsel
Terry Richburg
Dan & Sharon Roat
Kathryn Robinson
Christian Rogers
Leo & Amy Rosenthal
Carrie Rosevear
Ingrid Scharpf
Kelly Schrader
The Schroeder Family
Patti Scruggs 
   & John Crouch
Mike Shauul
Roger & Susan Sherman
Dawn Sherper
Jan Smith
Chanelle Snyder
Kelly Sokol
Braiden South
Jared South
Ferrin Spivey
Richard Steed
Harlan Steele
Christine Stewart
Alex Sturges
Ann Swanson
Cheryl & Gary Tillemans
Jo Ann & Mark Tracy
Keith & Holly Turley
Rick & Jan Ulvin
Joel Vignere
Bryan Voelzke
Carin Weinrich
Aimee Weller
William & Karen Whitby
Whitefish Pottery
Amy & Tim Williams
Brenda Wilmore

Bold print indicates supporters 
who have given every year for 5 years.

Every effort is made to correctly list and thank each supporter who allows us to make a public acknowledgement of their gifts to Whitefish Legacy Partners. 

If your name is missing or incorrect, we apologize for our error. Please contact us with corrections at (406) 862-3880 or email us at info@whitefishlegacy.org. 

support Thank you for supporting conservation, 
education, and recreation in our community!
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Katelyn Dyson
Goguen Family

Charlie & Teresa Grenier
Richard & Suzanne Hildner

Marina Tots Preschool
Katherine Mayer

Rhona & Jerry Meislik
John Muhlfeld & Stephanie Sunshine

Erik & Andrea Schroeder
Robert & Margaret Stevens

Ann Swanson
Debbie & Tom Rivard

Karen Van Howe
Whitefish Legacy Partners

In memory of:
Katy Branston
David Dixon
Tyler Ellison

Shane Foster
Ethan Johnson

Eric Hosek
James Howe
Marlyn James 
Lilian Nelson
Rob O’Neil
Sam Penzi

Kent Rauser
Janey Rouse
Don Spivey

Peter Stanley
Lynn Turpack

AGL Foundation
Summerfield & Julie Baldridge

Bill & Betsy Bayne
Dick & Sandy Boyce

Mark & Kristin Buckland
Wesley Campbell

Cinnabar Foundation
John & Ann Collins 

Cross Charitable Foundation
Michael & Michelle Episcope
Paul and Wendy Faganel

Flathead Community Foundation
Hall-Halliburton Foundation
High Stakes Foundation

Kiita Foundation - Jim & Jo-Ann Armstrong
Krummholz Fund - Joe & Cindy Gregory

The Hallowell Foundation
Molly & Tobin Hoppes

Tyler & Jessica Hoppes
Mike & Lindsey Hromadka

Melissa Hulvat & Pierre Kaptanian
Darrell & Allison Jones
Fred & Sarah Jones

Doug & Carolyn Kohrs
Josh Lozman & Kristen Sramek

Mark & Ashleigh Magill
 Paul J McCann Foundation

Shane McMillen & Sarah Canepa
John & Alison Means

Matt & Ellen Moran
George & Kimberly Ruhana

Schlinger Family Foundation 
Dennis & Shane Steger

Whitefish Community Foundation -
Great Fish Community Challenge

Rick & Sue Williams
Randall & Kristin Zuckerman
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If your name is missing or incorrect, we apologize for our error. Please contact us with corrections at (406) 862-3880 or email us at info@whitefishlegacy.org. 

A7 Cycles
Kevin & Christine Abel
Koel & Lazette Abell
David & Ruth Ackroyd
AGL Foundation
Lin & Kathy Akey
Rob & Kim Akey
Maggie Ambrose
Elise & Stefan Anderes
Katie & Paul Anderson
Chip & Kate  Andrews
Angora Ridge Foundation 
Anonymous
Carrie & Jim Archibald
David Archibald
Bruce & Joni Aronson
Gerald Askevold
Michael & Kathleen Bailey
Summerfield 
   & Julie Baldridge
Mike & Virginia Baldwin
Tom & Louise Bannigan
Mike & Kristi Barham
Frank & Naomi Barnes
Heather & Jay Barranger
Roger & Beth Barth
Kevin & Shelby Bauman
Bill & Betsy Bayne
Mary & Ronald Behrendt
Amanda Belleville 
   & Brady Lockhart
Carla Belski
Gregory Benolken
Jill Courtney
Jack & Nancy Biddle
Big Mountain Family Medicine
Ibrahim & Martha Bisharat
Robert & JoBeth Blair
Cameron Blake & Sandy Gray
Dane & Melanie Boat
Noah & Erin Bodman
Barbara Boorman
James, Virginia 
   & Rachel Bowland
Katie Boyd
Scott & Barb Brant
Becky & Doug Briber
Phoebe Bright

Matt & Tara Brister
Nels Broste
Larry & Molly Bruce
Ron & Jan Brunk
Mark & Kristin Buckland
Paul Burton
Geoff & Lisa Calaway
Jamie & Christine Carbo
Jeff & Cheri Carlson
Castleton Commodities
   International
Helen & Larry Cates
Susan & Keith Causey
Megan Chaisson
John Feldt 
   & Myrna Chamberlin
Linda Chauner
Debra Kay Chelstrom
Doug & Jill Chesnut
Timothy & Glenda Christenson
Gail Cleveland 
   & Bruce Tannehill
Chris Clouse
Catherine Cloutier
Kim & Patti Codiga
Connie Cohen
Ellie Johnson & Paul Conrad
Diane Conradi & Steve Braun
Steph Cook
Chad & Rebecca Corah
Kevin Corbett
Kim Corette
Tim & Deidre Corson
Joe & Jill Courtney
Mark & Constance Cowett
Betsy & Woody Cox
Wendy Coyne
Karl & Kathy Cozad
Carol Cunningham 
   & Thomas Feller
Katherine Curtis
Mark Davis & Mary Curtis
Lesley & Cliff Dales
Gary & Annell Danczyk
Matt & Kate Daniels
Alan & Frances Davis
Jimmy & Michaelan 
   DeHerrera

Sandy Dillon
Dave & Frances Dittman
Mark & Lynnette Donaldson
Nell Doyle
Shawn Watts 
   & Bernadette Duperron
Pat & Susan Ellis
Felicia Ennis
Erin Eno
Bart & Carole Erickson
Tom Garwin & Sally Ericsson
John & Marianne Evenhuis
Dan & Ann Fagre
Scott & Phyllis Fair
Donald & Margaret Forster
Peter Francisco
Brandon & Katie French
Hal Frutiger 
   & Debbie Rossetto
Ila B. Dousman Fund
Zach Miller & Grete Gansauer
Glenda & Richard Gehri
Judah & Tanya Gersh
Timothy & Jolene Gibbs
Haley Gilbert
Glacier Bank
Glacier Cyclery & Nordic
Good Medicine Lodge
Richard Gordon 
   & Cheryl Watkins
David Grady 
   & Linda Engh-Grady
John and Sarah Graves
Doug & Katie Markus
Mary Taylor Greenup
Alan Gregory
Joe & Cindy Gregory
Brian & Georgia Grube
Ryan & Beth Gunlikson
Jan Haller
Carla Hannaford
Otto Hansen
Tom & Stephenne Harding
Bill Haring 
   & Carol McSweeney
Kristen Harrison
Melissa & Dave Hartman
Brian & Shannon Haycox

John Opatz & 
   Laurie Hedger-Opatz
Maureen & Michael Hein
Mike & Jennie Henson
Hidden Moose Lodge 
Richard & Suzanne Hildner
Roderick Hines
Russ & Linda Hobbs
Molly & Bill Hobgood
Chris Holdhusen
Holt Family
Kendra Hope & Paul Sheehan
Tyler & Jessica Hoppes
Dusty Hosek
Trevor & Kacy Howard
Richard & Pamela Hughes
David & Linda Hunt
Leslie & Will Hunt
Martha Hunt
Lori Hurst
Gary & Jill Hyer
Franz & Cynthia Ingelfinger
Charles James
Paul & Ann Jeremiassen
Claudine & Scott Johnson
Dr. Jon & Diane Johnson
Steven Joly
Fred & Sarah Jones
Jeffrey Jones
Sherry Jones & Jim Rogers
Mike Jopek & Pam Gerwe
Adam Juhasz
John & Lisa Kalbfleisch
Greg & Connie Kasper
Corey & Michele Koenig
Betsy & Daniel Kohnstamm
John Kramer
Katy & Joseph Krezowski
Norm & Mary Kuennen
Tanner & Stephanie Kuhl
Ross & Miranda Kulzer
John & Dana Lacey
Paul Lamb
Last Chair Kitchen & Bar
Brian Lavergne 
  & Christine Tateson
Michael Lebeau
William & Mary Lepper

Casey Lewis
Don & Sue Lewis
Bruce Lieffring 
   & Brenda Winkler
Sue & Ed Lieser
Justin & Moira Linam
Hilary Lindh McCutcheon
Marcia Litchfield
Mark Loncar
George Losleben 
   & Connie Johnson
Neil & Judy Lovering
Steve Lull & Meg Wolfe
Gayle & Scotty MacLaren
The Malone Family
David Marx
Babby McCartney
Brett Svetlik 
   & Sierra McCartney
Abe & Shelley McCoy
Renee & Mike McNulty
JeanAnne Swope 
   & Jim Mechem
Yovita & Dan Meigs
Jerry & Rhona Meislik
Richard Menicke 
   & Jen Asebrook
Ruth & Larry Menter
Jan & Pete Metzmaker
Mary Anne Miles
Laurie & Martin Miller
Necile Miller
Scott Miller
Molly Miller 
   & Mark Jungerman
Terri & Randi Minchew
Paul Moffatt
Gaylen & Susan Moll
David & Emmy Montanye
Jamie & Shawna Moore
Bill & Devvi Morgan
Christine Moss
Jeff & Amy Mow
Patrick Muri
Roberta Myers & Larry Davis
Aidan Myhre
Natalie & Josh Lenderman
David Nickelson

Ed & Sherri Nissen
George & Kristen Nix
Tim Noonan & Sara Nelson
Sarah Nuckolls
Bill & Laurie O’Leary 
Christy O’Neil
Marcia O’Neil
Eric & Anne Oehlerich
Gregory & Cynthia Olson
Scott & Amy Olson
Ben & Jennifer Osburn
Bob & Alice Padgham
Rachel Parker
Margaret Parodi
Alyssa Parsons
Drew Paslawsky & Kim Sands
Sheena & Adam Pate
Thomas Patton
Bryan & Danielle Pearce
Joel Pemberton
Joel Welle & Megan Pepe
Carl & Kellsey Perkins
Karen Perser 
   & Sydney Lillard
Regan Peschel
Doug & Carolyn Pitman
Riley Polumbus
Dow Powell 
   & Becky Smith-Powell
Whitney Pratt 
   & Jedd Sankar-Gorton
Tom and Teresa Quinn
Tighe & Jennifer Reardon
Dr. Kelly Redfield 
   & Dr. Daniel Zlogar
Gerda Reeb
Vicki Reich
Sue Robison
Elise Robocker
David & Stephanie Rohrer
Judy Ross
Roger Rowles 
   & Valerie Konnerup
John & Kristen Roy
Stacy Rudnicki
Kimberly & George Ruhana
Ryan & Rebecca Rusche
DiAnne & Peter Sabin

Tim & Deborah Salt
Beth & Will Saltonstall
Wayne Saurey
   & Marisa Van Lawick
Bill & Linda Sawtelle
Camisha Sawtelle
Tara Schaefer
Don & Colleen Scharfe
Al & Sandy Schellinger
Kelsey & David 
   Schmid-Sommer
Louis Schmidt
Annedith Schneider
Schott Family
Charlie & Nancy Schuber
Randy Schwickert 
   & Donna Taylor
Toby Scott
Jon & Misty Scurlock
Melissa Segil & Alex Jopek
Selah Charitable Trust
Tim & Hilary Shaw
Jamie & Janna Shennan
Heidi & Andrew Shors
Dan Short
Jane & George Shryock
Roger & Luann Sievers
Connie & Paul Silverman
Bob & Michelle Small
Dana Smith
Will & Bonnie Smith
Preston & Marjorie Spencer
Joseph & Deann Sramek
Christine Stanley
Lester & Kristin Stanley
Peter & Elaine Steele
Don & Linda Stolte
David Streeter
Stumptown Vacation Rentals
Megan Sturm
Colleen Sullivan
Mark & Nancy Svennungsen
Ann Swanson
Jeanne Tallman
Tate Interiors
Kent & Kim Taylor
Roy & Debbie Teal
The Landlord

The Village Shop
Dana Thompson & Jud Alden
Julie Tickle
Nancy Tigue
Somer Treat
David & Jeannine Trousdale
Kyle & Jessica Tubbs
Tupelo Grille
Daniel Tutko
Laurie Valenti
Heidi & Mark Van Everen
Darrel & Elizabeth Vankoten
Bill Vetter
Tagen & Carrie Vine
Michael & Heather Vrentas
Ben & Katie Ward
Jerry Washington
Wheaton’s Cycle
Steven & Ardy Whisler
William & Karen Whitby
Daniel White
Whitefish Community 
   Foundation
Lawrence 
   & Cindy Whittington
Wild Coffee Company
Rick & Sue Williams
Marjorie & John Wilson
Wyatt & Poppy Wilson
Doug & Bet B. Wise
Jeimi Woffinden
John & Lorrie Woods
ZaneRay Group
Doug & Chris Zignego
Linda Zimet
Randall & Kristin Zuckerman

Supporting Smith Lake Legacy & WLP Programs!

WLP RAISED

$132,309
WCF MATCH

$11,800
2022 
totals $1,200

incentive
grants 360

DONORS:

including

34
new

www.whitefishlegacy.org16  |  SUPPORT
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CORPORATE SPONSORS 
& DONORS Please support these businesses that are committed to 

conservation, education, & recreation in our community.

Bold print indicates supporters 
who have given every year for 5 years.

Every effort is made to correctly list and thank each supporter who allows us to make a public acknowledgement of their gifts to Whitefish Legacy Partners. 

If your name is missing or incorrect, we apologize for our error. Please contact us with corrections at (406) 862-3880 or email us at info@whitefishlegacy.org. 

legacy sponsor
whitefish trail

Legacy Sponsors have 
pledged $50,000 over five 
years to support Whitefish 
Legacy Partners and the 

Whitefish Trail. Their long-term 
investment will leave a lasting 

legacy for the Whitefish 
community. Thank you 

Whitefish Credit Union and 
Heartstone Advisors! 

We hope to secure three 
additional Legacy Sponsors 

in support of our work. 

legacy sponsors:
thank you CORPORATE FOUNDERS

Buffalo Café
Glacier Bank
Glacier Cyclery & Nordic
Nelson’s Ace Hardware
River Design Group
Sportsman & Ski Haus
Third Street Market

CORPORATE SPONSORS
Applied Materials 
Bay Equity - Natalie Lenderman
Bulldog Saloon & Grill
Clearwater Montana Properties
DelTex Capital
Duck Inn 
Good Medicine Lodge
Hidden Moose Lodge
Hurraw! Balm
Kandahar Lodge
Northwest Imaging
Odysseys Unlimited
Old Montana Building Co.
RightOnTrek, Inc.
Tate Interiors
The Firebrand Hotel
The Lodge at Whitefish Lake
The Pine Lodge
Wasabi Sushi Bar & Ginger Grill
Whitefish Mountain Resort
Wild Coffee Company
ZaneRay Group

TITLE EVENT SPONSORS
First Interstate Bank
Whitefish Therapy & Sport Center
Hammer Nutrition

MAJOR EVENT 
SPONSORS
Alaska Airlines
Bedrock Sandals
Blue Cross Blue Shield of MT
BNSF Railway Foundation
Casey’s Whitefish
BusyBee IV Hydration & Wellness
Dennis & Phyllis Washington 
Flathead Beacon Foundation
Glacier Cyclery & Nordic
Glacier Restaurant Group
Great Northern Bar and Grill
High Stakes Foundation
Jeremiah Johnson Brewing Company
Logan Health
National Parks Realty
The Lodge at Whitefish Lake
The Firebrand Hotel 
Weyerhaeuser
Whitefish Mountain Resort

EVENT SPONSORS
Athletic Brewing Company
Blackstar
John & Jenny Branston
Celebrate Event and Party Rentals
Edward Jones - Jake Armstrong 
   & Joel Pemberton
First Interstate Bank Volunteers
Great Northern Cycle & Ski
Kandahar Lodge
Montana Coffee Traders
Morley Canoes
Culligan Water
Sportsman & Ski Haus
Super One Foods
Sweet Peaks Ice Cream
Whitefish Outfitters & Tours
Whitefish Bike Retreat

ADOPT-A-TRAIL 
SPONSORS
Big Sky Recovery
Castor Family
Center for Native Plants
Forestoration
Friends of Elkhorn HOA
Great Northern Cycle & Ski
Great Northern Homes 
Kalpakis Family
Richardson Family
River Design Group
Al & Sandy Schellinger
Stack Financial Management/
   InvesTech Research
Stallings Family
Whitefish Animal Hospital
Whitefish Vitality

ADOPT-A-TRAIL 
CREWS
Applied Materials
Averill Hospitality
Don & Colleen Scharfe
Flathead Area Mountain Bikers
Grouse Mountain Estates
Montana Conservation Corps
NW Montana Backcountry Horsemen
RE/MAX Whitefish
Spotted Bear Spirits
Whitefish Bike Retreat
Whitefish Mountain Resort

TRAIL VOLUNTEERS 
Bill Love
HeartStone Advisors 
Fresh Life Church
Stack Financial Management/
   InvesTech Research
ZaneRay Group

TRAIL SPONSORS
Athletic Brewing Company 
   Two for the Trails 
Center for Native Plants
Greenscapes LLC 
Eclipse Engineering
Forestoration
J Designs
MT Trail Stewardship Grant Program
MT Recreational Trails Program
River Design Group
Al & Sandy Schellinger 
USDA, Forest Service, Flathead National
   Forest Challenge Cost Share 
WHEELIE

GRANTS
Applied Materials
Blue Cross Blue Shield of MT
Dennis & Phyllis Washington Foundation
Discover Kalispell
Flathead Electric Cooperative - 
   Round Up for Safety 
High Stakes Foundation
Montana State Fund ACE 
Whitefish Community Foundation - 
   Community Grant
Whitefish Community Foundation - 
   Great Fish Community Challenge
Whitefish Convention & Visitors’ Bureau
   Community Enhancement Grant

FOUNDATIONS
Ammon Foundation 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
Crown of the Continent Institute
Dominion Foundation
Flathead Beacon Foundation
Hall-Halliburton Foundation
Hallowell Foundation
Kenlou Foundation
Kiita Foundation
Weyerhaeuser Family Foundation
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our partners

www.whitefishlegacy.org

Legend
Miles

0.5 1.00 2.0

Spencer Freeride Trails

Proposed Whitefish Trail

Groomed Nordic Trails

Existing City Paths

Future Community Trails

Community Trails

Proposed City Paths

Groomed Trails

The Whitefish Trail & Trailheads

Distance From Downtown

State Lands

USFS Land

City Parks

City Limits

Private Land

Conservation Land

Proposed 
Conservation Land

Miles

0.5 1.00 2.0

Spencer Freeride Trails

Proposed Whitefish Trail

Groomed Nordic Trails

Existing City Paths

Future Community Trails

Community Trails

Proposed City Paths

Groomed Trails

The Whitefish Trail & Trailheads

Distance From Downtown

State Lands

USFS Land

City Parks

City Limits

Private Land

Conservation Land

Proposed 
Conservation Land

Miles

0.5 1.00 2.0

Spencer Freeride Trails

Proposed Whitefish Trail

Groomed Nordic Trails

Existing City Paths

Future Community Trails

Community Trails

Proposed City Paths

Groomed Trails

The Whitefish Trail & Trailheads

Distance From Downtown

State Lands

USFS Land

City Parks

City Limits

Private Land

Conservation Land

Proposed 
Conservation Land

https://www.whitefishlegacy.org/


PO Box 1895
Whitefish, MT 59937 

www.whitefishlegacy.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Mike Jopek, Chair 

Reid Sabin, Vice Chair 

Julie Baldridge, Treasurer 

Somer Treat, Secretary

Diane Conradi, Co-founder, ex officio 

Leslie Hunt, Past Chair

Marissa Keenan

Mike Meador

Nick Polumbus 

Rachel Schmidt 

Becky Smith-Powell 

WLP STAFF
Heidi Van Everen, Executive Director 

Cynthia Ingelfinger, 
   Director of Development 

Jedd Sankar-Gorton, Program Director

Nathan Tuebner, Program Manager

Christiane Hinterman, 
   Education Coordinator 

Sarah MacCormick, Trail Coordinator

Smith Lake 
Legacy Project 

Steering  COMMITTEE
Julie Baldridge, Co-chair

Somer Treat, Co-chair 

Arden Hoffman

Randy Mahoney 

Monica Pastor

Than Pulsifer

advisors
Lin Akey

Fred Jones

John Muhlfeld 

Hank Ricklefs

Help us maintain an accurate mailing list 
by letting us know of changes to your address. 

Email info@whitefishlegacy.org with corrections.

525 Railway St., Suite 206 | PO Box 1895

Whitefish, MT 59937 

406.862.3880 | info@whitefishlegacy.org

www.whitefishlegacy.org

give back & donate
Whitefish Legacy Partners relies on the 

generosity of trail users, conservation-minded 
supporters, and local businesses. 

Your donation is an investment in the future 
of our community. Enjoy the Whitefish Trail, 

be a conservation champion, 
and give back and donate today!

https://www.whitefishlegacy.org/
https://www.facebook.com/whitefishlegacypartners
https://twitter.com/whitefishtrail
https://www.instagram.com/thewhitefishtrail/
https://www.whitefishlegacy.org/

