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Land ownership is like a bundle of sticks: each stick represents a different set of rights, such as development 
rights, timber rights, or access rights. Sometimes one owner holds all the sticks, and sometimes the sticks are 

spread across multiple owners. Permanent conservation removes the development stick from the bundle, 
but the mechanism for removing it is different with State lands and private lands.

The 2014 Beaver Lakes Public 
Recreation Use Easement 
removed the development 

rights from 1,520 acres in the 
Lion Mountain, Skyles, and 

Beaver Lakes areas. 

Conservation 
Easements

The 2016 Haskill Basin 
Conservation Easement 

removed the development 
rights from 3,022 acres in 

Haskill Basin.

Timber is 
managed by 
F.H. Stoltze 

Land & Lumber

F.H. Stoltze Land & 
Lumber owns the land 

Wildlife habitat 
and watersheds 

are protected 
forever 

The public’s right to 
recreate is protected 
forever. The City 
of Whitefish & 
WLP are 
partners to 
manage 
recreation 
on the Whitefish Trail

Timber is 
managed by 
MT DNRC 

State of Montana 
owns the land

Wildlife habitat 
and watersheds 
are protected
forever

Development rights were 
purchased and removed for 
$7.3 million, to generate 
revenue for Montana schools 
and universities

Development rights were
purchased and removed for 
$17.1 million, protecting our 

drinking water and supporting 
our timber heritage

CONSERVATION ON OUR LOCAL LANDS

The Smith Lake Legacy project will use these same 
conservation mechanisms to protect a total of 800 acres 
across State and private lands to connect the Stillwater State 
Forest to Flathead National Forest. This permanent protection 
will create a critical connection for wildlife habitat, watershed 
protection and public recreation as surrounding private lands 
are further developed in coming years.  The forests will 
continue to be sustainably manged, by DNRC on State lands 
and F.H. Stoltze Land & Lumber on private lands, to provide 
wildfire protection and support our local timber economy.  
Flathead Land Trust will ensure the conservation values are 
upheld on private lands ensuring healthy ecosystems and 
balanced use. As with Beaver Lakes,  millions of dollars will be 
invested in the Montana School Trust paying dividends every 
year to schools and universities across the state. This project 
will continue the community’s legacy of conservation and 
ensure Smith Lake and the surrounding lands will be enjoyed 
for generations to come.

Smith
         Lake

The public’s right to 
recreate is protected 

forever. The City 
of Whitefish & 

WLP are 
partners to 

manage 
recreation 

on the Whitefish Trail

The easement’s 
conservation 

values are 
upheld by 

MT FWP

Whitefish Lake
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SMITH LAKE

The drainages above Smith 
Lake will connect with 

protected private lands to 
the broader landscape and 

core wildlife habitat 
stretching north and south 
along the White�sh Range. 

swift creek
trailhead

smith creek
TRAILHEAD

proposed

The addition of a 
dock and day use 

amenities will create 
a site for families to 
enjoy all that Smith 

Lake has to o�er!

The existing trails at 
Swift Creek include a 
1 mile out and back 
hike to a beautiful 

view of Swift Creek on  
accessible trail.

White�sh Disc 
Federation’s course  
o�ers another great 

way to enjoy the 
area!Located at the head of 

White�sh Lake, the 
permanent conservation of 
Smith Lake will contribute 

to the protection of the 
larger watershed and our 

clean drinking water.

Whitefish Lake

Smith Lake is loved by 
anglers and boaters of all 

ages. The shallow, 
emerald water is stocked 

with native westlope 
cutthroat trout and 

triploid (sterile) rainbow 
trout. 

smith lake conservation
Simply put, Smith Lake is a gem. Its clear, shallow 
waters are the perfect family fishing destination and 
the surrounding larch forests and vistas can be 
explored by foot, bike or horseback. Streambank wild 
hollyhocks, western tanagers, and indian paintbrush 
dot the landscape, providing a colorful backdrop to the 
upper slopes of the Whitefish Range.
Smith Lake will soon be a favorite front-country 
destination. The surrounding 480 acres of State Trust 
Lands will be connected to Hellroaring Basin with 
permanent conservation and improved public access 
on 320 acres of private lands. The conservation value 
of Smith Lake is clear, but we need your input to 
establish the Whitefish Trail recreation priorities. 
Proposed improvements include a loop trail around 
Smith Lake, a fishing dock, footbridges and trails to 
experience Smith Creek, a loop route back to the Swift 
Creek Trailhead, and a new trailhead for direct access 
to the high country. As we continue to complete the 
community’s vision for the Whitefish Trail, Smith Lake 
will be the starting point for trail adventures to Big 
Mountain and back to Haskill. 

Protecting Smith Lake will remove the development 
rights from vulnerable DNRC lands, secure permanent 
public access, maintain a working forest for fire 
resilience and sustainable timber production, and 
generate millions of dollars for Montana schools and 
universities. 
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Ron Brunk
Co-Owner
Glacier Cyclery & Nordic

visitors who come 
for outdoor recreation 

spend $670 more
during their visit

Use your imagination as you explore the fairy land of Lion Mountain

Bring the whole family out to celebrate Mother’s Day with a 3 mile hike.
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Our Partners:

CONSERVATION   EDUCATION   RECREATION 2019 Wheelie Whitefish, Montana, USA

www.whitefishlegacy.org

This is a multi-use, donor supported 
trail system. Please respect private 
lands. The trail system is a non-
motorized recreation trail.

Be a Whitefish Trail Friend!

Give back and donate today.

Our most important partner 
is YOU!

The Whitefish Trail pays for 
your right to recreate here.
Your DONATION is critical 
to our success.
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Thank you Founding Sponsors:

Nelson’s Hardware
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