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Dear Friends and Supporters,

We live in a special place, and for me and my family, being outdoors 
brings tremendous joy. Our community’s access to connected open 
spaces and outdoor recreation is invaluable. And thanks to a shared 
vision, we have protected many of our community core values forever 
through a legacy of conservation and recreation. 

For the people who call Whitefish home, whether longtime residents or 
recent arrivals, preserving land for public use is essential. Together, we 
have built something wonderful that is thriving and is making our 
community a better place, one acre and one trail mile at a time.

We have conserved thousands of acres around Whitefish Lake, and we 
have built miles of quality public trails. I am in awe at the remarkable work
our community has achieved. Protecting and enhancing the environment 
around us is perhaps the most critical issue of our time. Our leaders 
continue to be proactive in maintaining the character and quality of life 
we share. We have an incredible opportunity to fulfill our community’s 
vision and beyond. And we are poised to continue this vital work far into 
the future. It is a privilege to be a part of it all. 

Reid Sabin, Incoming Board Chair 
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mission
Whitefish Legacy Partners is a non-profit organization whose community-minded vision ensures 

conservation, recreation, and education on the lands around Whitefish for future generations. 

Our work includes conserving important viewsheds, watersheds, forests, and wildlife habitat on public and 

private lands through conservation agreements and acquisitions while simultaneously creating 

high quality recreation opportunities, including our anchor project, the Whitefish Trail. 

conservation
We protect our important local lands 

and unparalleled recreation opportunities 
to ensure open lands, scenic viewsheds, 
connected wildlife corridors, and quality 
drinking water for generations to come. 

Our community-driven work creates 
recreation opportunities and permanent 

public access, supports sustainable timber 
management, and ensures MT School Trust 
Lands are not lost to development through 

innovative conservation strategies. 

recreation
The Whitefish Trail is a regional, 

multi-partner project established in 
2010 to develop a 55+-mile recreational 

trail system encircling the community 
of Whitefish and Whitefish Lake. 

The natural-surface, non-motorized 
trail winds through vibrant forests, 

visits scenic lakes, and explores our 
protected open lands. Hiking, biking, 

f ishing, or simply enjoying being outside 
with family, the Whitefish Trail provides 

permanent, public recreation 
just steps from town. 

education
Education on the Whitefish Trail offers 

a unique opportunity to cultivate 
connections between our community, 

our natural lands, and our outdoor 
heritage. The WT Learning Pavilion at Lion 
Mountain offers a base for our year-round, 
free environmental education programs. 
We strive to educate locals, visitors, and 
youth about the interwoven elements of 
a thriving ecosystem while fostering an 

appreciation for the special places 
surrounding our community. 
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CONSERVATIoN
Twenty years ago, our community forged a shared path forward and took a stand to protect 
and support our local public lands. At times the vision seemed lofty and ambitious. How would 
we permanently protect high-value land from development, sustainably manage the surrounding 
forests to keep local timber jobs alive, and connect these important places with the Whitefish 
Trail? With what often seemed like a million moving parts among public and private partners, 
complex planning and design, innovative thinking, and creative funding strategies, our past 
conservation successes stand as inspiring community accomplishments. 

Now the focus is centered on our community’s backdrop at the head of Whitefish Lake, which 
deserves a permanent solution. Smith Lake and Swift Creek offer incredible views, easy access, 
and critical conservation connectivity. Smith Lake is a popular hiking, picnicking, fishing, ice 
skating, and bird watching recreation area. The lake has long been a recreation gem used for 
many generations. Swift Creek is a fast moving, pristine waterbody that feeds into Whitefish Lake 
and is a popular destination. This highly prized area owned by the state is at risk of future 
development or loss. 
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Community
Over the past decade, our community’s conservation lands 
have grown to surround Whitefish Lake. Acre by acre, our 
community has placed 40+ square miles of local lands into 
permanent conservation protection. It’s an astounding 
accomplishment for our small mountain town and one that 
took thoughtful, community-wide decision making and 
support. The next community conservation project–Smith 
Lake-Swift Creek Legacy–has at times seemed overwhelming, 
but Whitefish Legacy Partners, the City of Whitefish, Montana DNRC, Flathead 
National Forest, and multiple private landowners are working hard to make another 
community conservation dream a reality.

Connections
The Smith Lake-Swift Creek Legacy project is a rare opportunity to protect vital 
wildlife habitat and travel corridors, ensures landscape scale connectivity critical 
to watershed protection, and provides public access in perpetuity. The project 
also promises to safeguard the heathy function and pristine water quality of Swift 
Creek, Smith Lake, and Smith Creek, all of which flow into Whitefish Lake and 
provide the city its’ drinking water. 

If this state land were subdivided and developed, it would inevitably result in the 
loss of irreplaceable wildlife habitat and watershed health. 

Removing development rights from this parcel will allow the 
state to maintain ownership while ensuring no development 
and permanent protection, sustainable forest management, 
and public recreational access forever. Conservation 
surrounding Smith Lake and Swift Creek will set aside 

important lands for habitat connectivity and also provide a 
critical link for the Whitefish Trail.

www.whitefishlegacy.org
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recreation
Whether you are looking for a quiet outdoor experience to share with 
your family or a challenging mountain bike ride with friends, the 
Whitefish Trail has it all. Users of the most popular stretches of the WT 
love seeing friends and families on the trail. Others enjoy the solitude 
and serenity found at Smith Lake or Dollar Lake or simply the spectacular 
views from Holbrook Overlook. In 2023, we improved family friendly 
access to Smith Lake at the north end of Whitefish Lake, which now 
promises once again to be a special place on the Whitefish Trail to bird 
watch, paddle, fish, ice skate, or just enjoy a quiet place outside. 

There is value in all these experiences. Moving forward, we are refining 
how we spread the word about each area’s unique character, and as we 
add more loops and connections to the Whitefish Trail, we also have 
plans to add user-specific trails. 
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Smith Lake
2023 Whitefish Trail Smith Lake recreation improvements include an upgraded 
trail down to the lake, a viewing platform, a lakeside bench, and our first ever 
floating dock for anglers, hand-carry boaters, and swimmers. This project 
improves public access to Smith Lake, protects the earthen dam at the foot of 
the lake, and rehabilitates areas to prevent future vegetation trampling and 
shoreline erosion.

These Smith Lake lakeshore improvements are the first phase of recreation 
development in the larger Smith Lake-Swift Creek project. Once conservation protection is secure, we 
plan to construct fifteen miles of connected trail (some hiker only, others biker only), five bridges, and 
two trailheads to guarantee free, sustainable recreation for the public forever. 

Partners
The Whitefish Trail is a community driven, collaborative effort that links the lands surrounding 

Whitefish Lake and our community. The system ties together the city’s paved trails with 
Whitefish Mountain Resort, DNRC State Trust Lands, Flathead National Forest lands, 

MT Fish Wildlife & Parks fishing and boating sites, trail easements from Flathead 
Land Trust, The Nature Conservancy, and Montana Land Reliance, and numerous 
other private trail easements. We work collaboratively with Flathead Area 
Mountain Bikers and Glacier Nordic Club, with whom we co-manage sections of 
the trail. And thanks to the vision and design by Forestoration, the Whitefish Trail 

is the unique network of stacked loops and flowy trails that is Whitefish’s incredible 
outdoor recreation asset.

Maintenance
As a multi-use, natural surface trail that crosses through numerous landscapes 
and is designed for a wide variety of users, ongoing maintenance is critical to 
our trail system. A diversity of techniques are required to ensure the trails 
remain functional and enjoyable for all recreationists. The Volunteer Adopt-a-
Trail crews and WT Trail Crew volunteers who participate in trail workdays 
contribute to the success of the Whitefish Trail. If you are interested in learning 
more or volunteering, please visit our website’s volunteer page. 

www.whitefishlegacy.org
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Adult WT Education
We all know that hands-on experience is great for teaching kids, and WLP 
believes it is also a great approach for adults! We offer engaging and 
experience-based adult education programs that inspire learning and 
connecting with the community on the Whitefish Trail. When you join us at 
a Bear Aware hike, you get a chance to spray an inert canister of bear spray. 
When you come to Photography on the Trail, you’ll learn new hands-on 
techniques from a local, professional photographer. Whether you are new to 
the area and want to meet people and learn about the local flora and fauna or 
have lived here forever and are excited to spend time with a local expert on the Whitefish Trail, there 
is a WT education program for you.

Kids WT Education
Quality outdoor education youth programming is more important than ever. If you have a little 
one and want to help their curiosity and creativity bloom, try one of our youth-oriented outdoor 

programs on the Whitefish Trail. Based at the Lion Mountain Learning Pavilion, 
we offer programs from one-week camps to parent-child activities that will 

help your kids connect to the land and the community through shared 
experiential learning, play, and exploration. The pavilion is a dynamic 
outdoor learning space with opportunities to explore interpretive trails, 
natural wooded playscapes, and short hikes to the nearby Skyles Lake 

Overlook. Generations of local youngsters have come to love the Learning 
Pavilion over the past 10 years, and we hope to see you and your young ones!

The Whitefish Trail is a special place for the community to explore and learn about the unique 
nature of our forests, lakes, and surrounding ecology. WLP education programs on the 
Whitefish Trail provide adults, kids, and school groups connections to the outdoors to gain an 
appreciation for the natural environment and our open conservation lands. Our free programs 
and fee-based kids camps provide inspired learning in the best classroom – the outdoors!

Whitefish Trail education programs connect the community to our protected lands and, through 
learning, a deeper understanding of the importance of conservation is created. Over the years 
these programs have expanded to include health and wellness for adults and giving kids a place 
and time to play and explore in the forest using their imagination.

educATIoN
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events
Whitefish Legacy Partners organizes three annual fundraising events that focus on community and support our local trails and open lands. 
These gatherings allow the community to come together and celebrate the Whitefish Trail and its impact on our lives. 

For more information on upcoming events, visit whitefishlegacy.org/events.

Hit the Trail! Challenge
The annual Hit the Trail! Challenge reignites our 
community’s passion for healthy living after a long 
cold winter. Throughout the month of May, 
participants log miles on the Whitefish Trail, with 
each mile translating to a $1 donation from sponsors 
to our local conservation lands and trail network. In 
2023, over 700 individuals, including 14 Workplace 
Teams and  Whitefish Middle School students, collectively 
covered 31,790 miles through hiking, biking, running, and horseback 
riding. Together, demonstrating the dedication of our community, we 
raised $31,790 to support the trail and our local conservation lands. Thank 
you to all participants and contributors for getting out, being healthy, and 
submitting your miles!

Whitefish Trail Hootenanny
Each August the Whitefish Trail Hootenanny 
combines music, community, and fundraising for a 
great cause. Held annually in downtown Depot 
Park, this event draws over 1,500 individuals from 
our community to celebrate the Whitefish Trail and 

our open lands. With live music, local craft beer, 

numerous food trucks, an exciting raffle, and kids’ activities including a bike 
obstacle course and art station, there’s something for everyone to enjoy. 
What makes this event even more special, is that all proceeds go directly 
to supporting Whitefish Legacy Partners, the Whitefish Trail, and our local 
conservation lands. 

Whitefish Trail Legacy Run
Every autumn the Whitefish Trail Legacy Runs occur. Over the course of a 
fun-filled weekend, this lively event draws more than 1,000 enthusiastic 
participants, spectators, and volunteers from the Flathead and beyond. 
The 2023 race weekend began with a challenging 50k Mountain Ultra. 
The route took runners to the top of Big Mountain via the Whitefish Trail in 
Haskill, and the finish was at the Great Northwest Oktoberfest. Next year 
the 50k will start and finish at the Village at Whitefish Mtn Resort, traverse 
the WT in Haskill, and climb to Flower Point and the summit of Big Mountain. 
On Sunday, at the Whitefish Bike Retreat in Beaver Lakes, a variety of races 
cater to different preferences, including a half marathon, 10k+, 5k+, and a 
family fun run. This event brings our community together for a great cause 
and connects both locals and visitors to 
our cherished local landscape. In 2024 the 
WT Legacy Run will be rebranded as the 
Whitefish Trail Blazer.
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Whitefish trail
 sponsor of the Year

HeartStone Advisors, a family-owned Whitefish 
business specializing in holistic weath management, 
has been a dedicated supporter of the Whitefish Trail 

since 2018. Heartstone began as Adopt-a-Trail sponsors 
in 2018, 2019, and 2020, and grew to be an Event 
Sponsor for the Hit the Trail! Challenge. They also 

participated as a workplace team, and won the Challenge 
in 2022. HeartStone Advisors is actively dedicated 

to helping grow the Whitefish Trail into the 
cherished community asset it is today. 

In 2022 HeartStone became a Legacy Sponsor, 
exemplifying their commitment to the Whitefish Trail. 

Their contributions go well beyond their 5-year annual 
financial investment as they symbolize a shared vision for 

a vibrant and sustainable future for our community and 
its natural spaces. Thank you HeartStone Advisors 
for your commitment to preserving our local lands. 

We believe the Whitefish Trail is one of the most 
unique features of the place we call home. What other 

town boasts miles of well maintained, easily 
accessible, and safe trails for the public to use? The 

Whitefish Trail is just one of the many reasons we love 
calling Whitefish home.”~ Maddie Montayne, Heartstone Advisors

To learn more about WLP’s sponsorship opportunities 
and how you can give back to the community, visit: 

www.whitefishlegacy.org/ways-to-donate
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financials

whitefish 
legacy Partners

ANNUAL OPERATIONS & PROGRAMS
Fiscal Year ending December 31, 2023

Whitefish Legacy Partners’ programs supporting conservation, 
recreation, education, fundraising, and community outreach are the 

backbone of the organization. Six dedicated, paid staff lead the 
efforts working to accomplish the community’s vision with guidance 

and leadership from a 12-person volunteer Board of Directors.

endowment balance:
$1,342,725

as of December 31, 2023

annual distribution:

in perpetuity
5%    ~$55,000

Leave your legacy!
WLP has an accredited charitable endowment with the Whitefish Community 
Foundation. The Montana Endowment Tax Credit (METC) allows donors to 
pay less Montana income tax when they give a planned gift to our WT 
Endowment Fund. The Fund supports trail maintenance in perpetuity and 
your gift will forever benefit the Whitefish Trail. 

www.whitefishlegacy.org/ways-to-donate

FISCAL SPONSORSHIP 
Fiscal Year ending December 31, 2023

Revenue
Grants & Agreements	 $3,000
Non-profit Partners	 $7,853
Corporate Sponsors	 $370
Total	 $11,223

Expenses
Professional Services	 $8,645
Events	 -
Administration	 $2,145
Total	 $10,790

2024 USFS Cost Share Agreement                    $13,250

Revenue
Grants	 $14,200 
Corporate Sponsors	 $53,875
Contributions:
    Friends & Families	 $37,210
    Major Donors	 $122,087
Events & Merchandise	 $135,579 
Education Programs	 $2,638
Investments:
    Prior Year Programs	 $100,000
    Prior Year Great Fish Community Challenge	 $107,719
Total	 $573,308

Expenses
Operations:
    Conservation Programs	 $95,766
    Education Programs	 $83,955
    Recreation Programs	 $100,000 
    Professional Services	 $56,938
    Fundraising	 $65,882
    Community Outreach	 $72,310 
    Administration	 $21,240
Future Investments-2024 Programs	 $74,198
Total	 $570,289

non-Cash Contributions
Volunteer Labor	 $46,730
In-Kind Goods & Services	 $27,219

2023
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the whitefish trail
TOTAL PROJECT

2010-2023

The Whitefish Trail first opened in 2010 at 
Lion Mountain with new sections of the Whitefish 

Trail added each year. The original WT investment 
was led by community-minded donors and 

leveraged by WLP to secure Montana’s largest 
Recreational Trails Program grant supporting a 

project of regional significance. Thirteen years later, 
with annual contributions thanks to the generosity 

of trail users, conservation-minded supporters, 
and local businesses, the Whitefish Trail is 47-miles, 

accessed from 15 trailheads, with education 
programs based at the WT Learning Pavilion 

at Lion Mountain. 

community conservation
Never has the risk of development been so great and the importance of conservation been so beneficial. WLP’s community-driven conservation projects remove development rights, 

protect open space and public access in perpetuity, and create high-quality recreation opportunities. In 2014, we protected 1,520 acres in Beaver Lakes forever. In 2016, 3,022 acres and 
the city’s drinking water was protected in Haskill Basin. WLP acts as the local community catalyst to create beneficial outcomes and protect critical landscapes for the community.

WLP secures grants and contributions every year 
on behalf of the Whitefish Trail and plans for future 

construction, maintenance, and management. 
WLP invests in the future of the Whitefish Trail 

strategically and with prudent fiscal responsibility. 
Recreation opportunities will expand at Smith Lake

 in 2024-2027, connect Holbrook Overlook 
to Hellroaring Basin in 2025, and connect Hellroaring 
Basin to Smith Lake in 2027. Future WT connections 

to Close the Loop on the Whitefish Trail 
optimistically will be completed by 2030.

FUTURE PROJECTS
2024-2030

New Construction Reserves	 $100,673
2023 Grants, 2023-2025	 $60,000
2023 Private Donations	 $45,000
2025 USFS Cost-Share – Hellroaring Basin	 $200,000
Total	 $405,673

SMITH LAKE LEGACY
Private Donations–2016-2022	 $1,062,120
Private Donations–2023	 $706,405
Foundations–2023	 $1,175,000
Private Donations–pledged, 2024-2026	 $1,705,500
Total	 $4,649,025

615-acre easement acquisition MT State Trust Land, Land Board consideration, August 2024.

beaver lakes
$7.3M
100% funded locally

haskill basin
$16.7M

46% or $7.7M funded locally

+ $24M
2012-2016

=

ANNUAL PROJECT
Fiscal Year ending December 31, 2023

WLP fundraises each year to support new construction 
and operations and maintenance on the Whitefish Trail. 

new construction
Smith Lake & Other Projects

Revenue
Grants	 $74,050
Private Donations	 $104,887
Total	 $178,937

Expenses
Planning & Design	 $16,556
Trail Construction	 $97,081
Trailhead & Amenities Construction	 $65,300
Total	 $178,937

operations & maintenance
Revenue
Grants	 $61,794
Partner Contributions:
    Glacier Nordic Club - Big Mtn. Trailhead	 $2,531
    Flathead Area Mtn. Bikers - Spencer Mtn.	 $6,163
Endowment Distribution	 $56,598
Total	 $127,085

Expenses
Operations	 $23,340
Maintenance	 $100,509
Total	 $124,848
Annual WT budget is managed collaboratively with the City of Whitefish, Parks & Recreation.

in-kind support
Whitefish Legacy Partners	 $56,938
City of Whitefish Parks & Recreation	 $5,818
Glacier Nordic Club	 $880
Flathead Area Mountain Bikers	 $1,220
Professional Services & Contractors	 $1,085
Total	 $65,941

Program Support

Planning 
& Design

Trailhead & 
Amenities 

Construction

Trail Construction

15%

8%

26%
27%

24%

WT total 
investment

$3,350,032
2010-2023

Operations & 
Maintenance
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Bold print indicates supporters 
who have given every year for 5 years.

Every effort is made to correctly list and thank each supporter who allows us to make a public acknowledgement of their gifts to Whitefish Legacy Partners. 

If your name is missing or incorrect, we apologize for our error. Please contact us with corrections at (406) 862-3880 or email us at info@whitefishlegacy.org. 

support Thank you for supporting conservation, education, and recreation in our community!
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Schlinger Family Foundation 
Dennis & Shane Steger
Garrett & Priscilla Turner

James & Toni Turner
Whitefish Community Foundation - 
Great Fish Community Challenge

Rick & Sue Williams
Randall & Kristin Zuckerman

Bold print indicates supporters who 
have given every year for 5 or more years.

Katelyn Dyson
Goguen Family

Charlie & Teresa Grenier
Richard & Suzanne Hildner

Kramer Family Fund
Leonard & Carol Lewensohn

Marina Tots Preschool
Katherine Mayer

Rhona & Jerry Meislik
John Muhlfeld

Erik & Andrea Schroeder
Robert & Margaret Stevens

Stephanie Sunshine
Ann Swanson

Debbie & Tom Rivard
Karen Van Howe

Whitefish Legacy Partners

Bold print indicates those who have given 
multiple gifts to the WT Endowment.

In memory of:
Mark Albershardt
Katy Branston
David Dixon
Tyler Ellison
Shane Foster

Ethan Johnson
Laurel Grady
Eric Hosek

James Howe
Marlyn James

Hank Mayfield
Lillian Nelson 

Rob O’Neil
Sam Penzi
Kent Rauser
Janey Rouse
Don Spivey

Peter Stanley
Lynn Turpack

Bold print indicates those who have 
trailhead or on trail recognition.



Bold print indicates supporters 
who have given every year for 5 years.

Every effort is made to correctly list and thank each supporter who allows us to make a public acknowledgement of their gifts to Whitefish Legacy Partners. 

If your name is missing or incorrect, we apologize for our error. Please contact us with corrections at (406) 862-3880 or email us at info@whitefishlegacy.org. 

Kevin & Christine Abel
AGL Foundation
Lin & Kathy Akey
Rob & Kim Akey
Katie & Paul Anderson
Chip & Kate Andrews
Angora Ridge Foundation 
Anonymous
Carrie & Jim Archibald
David Archibald
Gerald Askevold
Michael & Kathleen Bailey
Summerfield & 
   Julie Baldridge
Mike & Virginia Baldwin
Bank of America 
   Charitable Foundation
Tom & Louise Bannigan
Mike & Kristi Barham
Frank & Naomi Barnes
Steve Barrett
Roger & Beth Barth
Rick & Trish Bartoskewitz
Bill & Betsy Bayne
Mary & Ronald Behrendt
Behron LLC
Terry & Linda Bell
Amanda Belleville 
   & Brady Lockhart
Carla Belski
Gregory Benolken
Angie Bera & Craig Edelman
Jill Courtney
Carol Bibler & Jim Watson
Jack & Nancy Biddle
Ibrahim & Martha Bisharat
Robert & JoBeth Blair
Cameron Blake & Sandy Gray
Dane & Melanie Boat
Noah & Erin Bodman
James & Virginia Bowland
Katie Boyd
Scott & Barb Brant
Becky & Doug Briber
Matt & Tara Brister
Nels Broste
Julie Brown
John & Madison Browning
Ron & Jan Brunk
Mark & Kirstin Buckland
Paul Burton
Sara & Ryan Busse

Geoff & Lisa Calaway
Jamie & Christine Carbo
Pat & Missy Carloss
Jeff Carlson & 
   Cheri DuBeau Carlson
Sue & Jim Carstens
Maureen Casey 
   & Marlin McKeever
Helen & Larry Cates
Megan Chaisson
John Feldt 
   & Myrna Chamberlin
Emilie Chaplow
Linda Chauner
Timothy & Glenda Christenson
Ken & Mary Jane Clarkson
Gail Cleveland 
   & Bruce Tannehill
Catherine Cloutier
Kim & Patti Codiga
Alicia Coghlan
Connie Cohen
Ellie Johnson & Paul Conrad
Diane Conradi & Steve Braun
Linda & Del Coolidge
Kevin Corbett
Karen Cordi
Joe & Jill Courtney
Mark & Constance Cowett
Betsy & Woody Cox
Wendy Coyne
Karl & Kathy Cozad
Jessica & Andy Craig
Scott Crandell & Deb Steig
Kim Crawford
Carol Cunningham 
   & Thomas Feller
Katherine Curtis
Mark Davis & Mary Curtis
Tanner Dahlman
Lesley & Cliff Dales
Gary & Annell Danczyk
Matt & Kate Daniels
Marissa Keenan
Alan & Frances Davis
Jimmy & Michaelan 
   DeHerrera
Ryder & Naomi Delaloye
Sandy Dillon
Dave & Frances Dittman
Mark & Lynnette Donaldson
Nell Doyle

Shawn Watts 
   & Bernadette Duperron
Jen, David & Trajan Elden
Pat & Susan Ellis
Felicia Ennis
Bart & Carole Erickson
David & Sarah Ericson
Tom Garwin & Sally Ericsson
John & Marianne Evenhuis
Dan & Ann Fagre
Scott & Phyllis Fair
Greg & Sandy Ferrian
Andy & Terry Feury
First Interstate 
   BancSystem Foundation
Sarah Fitzgerald
Quinn Fitzpatrick
Donald & Joann Fleming
Peter Francisco
Brandon & Katie French
Ryan Friel
Hal Frutiger 
   & Debbie Rossetto
Ila B. Dousman Fund
John Gangemi
Zach Miller & Grete Gansauer
Lindsey & Keith Gardner
Susan Garside
Glenda & Richard Gehri
Andrea Getts
Timothy & Jolene Gibbs
Kim Givler
Glacier Bank
Glacier Cyclery & Nordic
Glacier Restaurant Group
Richard Gordon 
   & Cheryl Watkins
Gregg Gorton
David Grady 
   & Linda Engh-Grady
John & Sarah Graves
Doug & Katie Markus
Mary Taylor Greenup
Alan Gregory
Joe & Cindy Gregory
Coby & Dana Grove
Ryan & Beth Gunlikson
H&R Block 
Cyrus & Michelle Hadidi
Jan Haller
Roger & Arline Hankins
John & Julie Hankinson

Hannigan Family
Otto Hansen
Tom & Stephenne Harding
Bill Haring 
   & Carol McSweeney
Kristen Harrison
Melissa & Dave Hartman
Brian & Shannon Haycox
John Opatz 
   & Laurie Hedger-Opatz
Maureen & Michael Hein
Mike & Jennie Henson
Hidden Moose Lodge
Richard & Suzanne Hildner
Roderick Hines
Russ & Linda Hobbs
Molly & Bill Hobgood
Holt Family
Kendra Hope & Paul Sheehan
Dusty Hosek
Trevor & Kacy Howard
Mike & Lindsey Hromadka
David & Linda Hunt
Leslie & Will Hunt
Martha Hunt & Jim Finneran
Chris & Jennifer Hyatt
Gary & Jill Hyer
Franz & Cynthia Ingelfinger
Michele Irelan
Margosia Jadkowski
Charles James
Pat & Bob Jepsen
Paul & Ann Jeremiassen
Claudine & Scott Johnson
Dr. Jon & Diane Johnson
Gordon Johnson
Justin Johnston
Sherry Jones & Jim Rogers
Mike Jopek & Pam Gerwe
Adam Juhasz
John & Lisa Kalbfleisch
Greg & Connie Kasper
Steven & Melissa Kelly
Robin Kelson
Matt Kennedy
Claire & Burket Kniveton
Paula Koch & Matt Ford
Betsy & Daniel Kohnstamm
Terry Chute & Jane Kollmeyer
Tom & Ruth Kosmalski
John Kramer
Ross & Miranda Kulzer

Jesse & Jon Kuntz
John & Dana Lacey
Lam Research
Paul Lamb
Last Chair Kitchen & Bar
Brian Lavergne 
   & Christine Tateson
Michael Lebeau
Natalie & Josh Lenderman
Gail Leonard & Leo Keane
Casey Lewis
Don & Sue Lewis
Joe & Beth Lewis
Bruce Lieffring 
   & Brenda Winkler
Sue & Ed Lieser
Justin & Moira Linam
Norma Linsky
Marcia Litchfield
George Losleben 
   & Connie Johnson
Bill & Cathy Love
Neil & Judy Lovering
Ruth & Bret Luedke
Kate Lufkin
Steve Lull 
Bill & Diane Lundgren
Duncan & Deb Lutes
Rob & Allison MacCormick
Norma MacKenzie
Mark & Ashleigh Magill
Malone Family
Robert & Samara Marney
David Marx
Babby McCartney
Brett Svetlik & Sierra McCartney
Abe & Shelley McCoy
Ken & Karen McFadden 
Kathleen McMahon
JeanAnne Swope 
   & Jim Mechem
Jerry & Rhona Meislik
Richard Menicke 
   & Jen Asebrook
Jan & Pete Metzmaker
Mary Anne Miles
Laurie & Martin Miller
Necile Miller
Jean & Ron Miller
Scott Miller
Molly Miller 
   & Mark Jungerman

Paul Miller & Joana Valentino
Brian Tomkiel & Monica Molina
Gaylen & Susan Moll
Devvi Morgan
Christine Moss
Jeff & Amy Mow
Doug Muir & Lizzy English
Patrick Muri
Rick & Laurie Murphy
Roberta Myers & Larry Davis
Sam & Ruth Neff
David Nickelson
George & Kristen Nix
Northwest Imaging
Sarah Nuckolls
Marc & Kelly O’Brien
Christy O’Neil
Marcia O’Neil
Mary Obermiller
Eric & Anne Oehlerich
Old Montana 
   Building Company
Gregory & Cynthia Olson
Scott & Amy Olson
Jessie Opel
Richard & Valli Ostrem
Margaret Parodi
Alyssa Parsons
Drew Paslawsky & Kim Sands
Thomas Patton
Bryan & Danielle Pearce
Joel Welle & Megan Pepe
Carl & Kellsey Perkins
Karen Perser & Sydney Lillard
Mary Person
Regan Peschel
Doug & Carolyn Pitman
Katie Plett
Dow Powell 
   & Becky Smith-Powell
Tom & Teresa Quinn
Tighe & Jennifer Reardon
Gerda Reeb
Vicki Reich
John Repke
Doug Rhodes 
   & Marie Le Moyne
Carly Rickard
Sue Robison
Elise Robocker
David & Stephanie Rohrer
Judy Ross & Jay Lanning

Roger Rowles 
   & Valerie Konnerup
Stacy Rudnicki
Scott & Madelyn Russell
William & Bev Ryan
Kirsten & Reid Sabin
Tim & Deborah Salt
Beth & Will Saltonstall
Wayne Saurey 
   & Marisa Van Lawick
Bill & Linda Sawtelle
Camisha Sawtelle
Don & Colleen Scharfe
Beth Schecher
Kelsey & David 
   Schmid-Sommer
Louis Schmidt
Eric Schmidt 
   & Deven Robinson
Charlie & Nancy Schuber
Randy Schwickert  
   & Donna Taylor
Toby Scott
Jon & Misty Scurlock
Thomas & Julie Sebby
Melissa Segil & Alex Jopek
Tim & Hilary Shaw
Heidi & Andrew Shors
Dan & Kim Short
Jane & George Shryock
Roger & Luann Sievers
Connie & Paul Silverman
Bob & Michelle Small
Allison Smeltz
Dana Smith
Will & Bonnie Smith
Jennifer Soto
Spratling Family
Joseph & Deann Sramek
Christine Stanley
Lester & Kristin Stanley
Peter & Elaine Steele
Sarah & Anthony Stewart
Don & Linda Stolte
David Streeter
Greg & Alanna Strong
Stumptown Vacation Rentals
Megan Sturm
Colleen Sullivan
Stephanie Sunshine
Mark & Nancy Svennungsen
William Swann & Kellie Knox

Ann Swanson
Jeanne Tallman 
Tamarack Foundation, Inc
Kent & Kim Taylor
Roy & Debbie Teal
Chris & Meg Temple
The Last Best Ride LLC
Genevieve Thomas
Dana Thompson & Jud Alden
Somer Treat
Kyle & Jessica Tubbs
Daniel Tutko
Mark & Heidi Van Everen
Darrel & Elizabeth Vankoten
Sarah & Jordan Vaughan
Tagen & Carrie Vine
Michael & Heather Vrentas
Ben & Katie Ward
Jerry Washington
Helen Weems 
   & Joel Christiansen
Mary Jane Westermark
Wheaton’s Cycle
Steven & Ardyce Whisler
William & Karen Whitby
Whitefish Community
   Foundation
Whitefish Mountain Resort
Lawrence & Cindy Whittington
Wiggly Grizzly LLC
Amy & Tim Williams
Becky & Larry Williams
Marjorie & John Wilson
Wyatt & Poppy Wilson

Doug & Bet B. Wise
Jeimi Woffinden
Trisha Wolf
Steve Thompson 
   & Nancy Woodruff
John & Lorrie Woods
Kristin Yandora & Jon Amick
Alison Young
Zalvin Family
ZaneRay Group
Randall & Kristin Zuckerman

Supporting Smith Lake Legacy & WLP Programs!

WLP RAISED

$145,728
WCF MATCH

$12,400
2023 
totals $1,200

incentive
grants 394

DONORS:

including

38
new

www.whitefishlegacy.org16  |  SUPPORT
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CORPORATE SPONSORS 
& DONORS Please support these businesses that are committed to 

conservation, education, & recreation in our community.
legacy sponsor

whitefish trail

Legacy Sponsors have 
pledged $50,000 over five 
years to support Whitefish 
Legacy Partners and the 

Whitefish Trail. Their long-term 
investment will leave a lasting 

legacy for the Whitefish 
community. Thank you 
Heartstone Advisors 

and Whitefish Credit Union! 

We are looking for
additional Legacy Sponsors

 in support of our work.

legacy sponsors:
thank you

CORPORATE FOUNDERS
Buffalo Café
Glacier Bank
Glacier Cyclery & Nordic
Nelson’s Ace Hardware
River Design Group
Sportsman & Ski Haus
Third Street Market

CORPORATE SPONSORS
Abruzzo Italian Kitchen
Applied Materials 
Bulldog Saloon & Grill
Clearwater Montana Properties
DelTex Capital
Duck Inn 
Elements Hospitality
Hidden Moose Lodge
Hurraw! Balm
Kandahar Lodge
Lakeshore Rentals
Mindful Designs
Northwest Imaging
Old Montana Building Co.
RightOnTrek, Inc.
Stack Financial/InvesTech Research
Stumptown Vacation Rentals
Tamarack Cannabis
The Pine Lodge
Wasabi Sushi Bar & Ginger Grill
Whitefish Lake Restaurant
Whitefish Mountain Resort
Wild Coffee Company

TITLE EVENT SPONSORS
First Interstate Bank
Hammer Nutrition
Stockman Bank

MAJOR EVENT 
SPONSORS
Alaska Airlines
Blackstar Brewery
BNSF Railway Foundation
Great Northern Bar & Grill
Logan Health Whitefish
The Firebrand Hotel
The Lodge at Whitefish Lake
Weyerhaeuser
Whitefish Convention & Visitors Bureau

EVENT SPONSORS
101 Central - Herb & Omni
Athletic Brewing Company
Backslope Brewery
Blue Cross Blue Shield of MT
BusyBee IV Hydration & Wellness
Dark Star Fermenters
Edward Jones - Joel Pemberton
First Interstate Bank Volunteers
Flathead Beacon Foundation
Glacier Cyclery & Nordic
Glacier Restaurant Group
Great Northern Cycle & Ski
Heartstone Advisors
IV Element
Jeremiah Johnson Brewing Company
Jersey Boys Pizza
Kandahar Lodge
Legacy Bike Park 
Mindful Designs
Montana Coffee Traders
National Parks Realty
Parkside Credit Union
REI 
Sportsman & Ski Haus
Sweet Peaks Ice Cream
Three Rivers Bank
Whitefish Outfitters & Tours
Whitefish Bike Retreat
Whitefish Mountain Resort

ADOPT-A-TRAIL 
SPONSORS
Big Sky Recovery
Castor Family
Center for Native Plants
Forestoration
Friends of Elkhorn HOA
Great Northern Cycle & Ski
Great Northern Homes 
Kalpakis Family
Richardson Family
River Design Group
Stack Financial Management/
   InvesTech Research
Stallings Family
Whitefish Animal Hospital

ADOPT-A-TRAIL 
CREWS
Applied Materials
Averill Hospitality
Big Sky Recovery
Center for Native Plants
Don & Colleen Scharfe
Flathead Area Mountain Bikers
Forestoration
Grouse Mountain Estates
Grouse Mountain Lodge
Logan Health
Montana Conservation Corps
NW Montana Backcountry Horsemen
Parkside Credit Union
RE/MAX Whitefish
Spotted Bear Spirits
Stack Financial Management/
   InvesTech Research
Whitefish Bike Retreat
Whitefish Mountain Resort

TRAIL VOLUNTEERS 
Bill Love
HeartStone Advisors 
Windermere Real Estate
Whitefish Bike Retreat

TRAIL SPONSORS
Athletic Brewing Company 
   Two for the Trails 
Center for Native Plants
City of Whitefish
Greenscapes LLC
Forestoration
River Design Group
SkyVault Media
Treeline Creative
USDA, Forest Service, Flathead National 
   Forest Challenge Cost Share
Working Women of Whitefish

GRANTS
Athletic Brewing Company 
   Two for the Trails
Blue Cross Blue Shield of MT
Discover Kalispell
Flathead Electric Cooperative - 
   Round Up for Safety
MT Recreational Trails Program
MT Stewardship Grant Program
Weyerhaeuser Giving Fund
Whitefish Community Foundation - 
   Community Grant
Whitefish Community Foundation - 
   Great Fish Community Challenge
Whitefish Convention & Visitors Bureau 
   Community Enhancement Grant

FOUNDATIONS
Applied Materials Foundation
Bristol-Meyers Squibb Foundation
Crown of the Continent Institute
Dominion Foundation
Flathead Beacon Foundation
First Interstate BancSystem Foundation
James J. and Joan A. Gardner 
   Family Foundation
Hall-Halliburton Foundation
Hallowell Foundation
Kiita Foundation
KLA Foundation

Bold print indicates supporters 
who have given every year for 5 years.

Every effort is made to correctly list and thank each supporter who allows us to make a public acknowledgement of their gifts to Whitefish Legacy Partners. 

If your name is missing or incorrect, we apologize for our error. Please contact us with corrections at (406) 862-3880 or email us at info@whitefishlegacy.org. 
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our partners

www.whitefishlegacy.org
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scan code
to shop Whitefish Trail gear!

https://www.whitefishlegacy.org/


PO Box 1895
Whitefish, MT 59937 

www.whitefishlegacy.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Mike Jopek, Chair 

Reid Sabin, Vice Chair 

Julie Baldridge, Treasurer 

Somer Treat, Secretary

Diane Conradi, Co-founder, ex officio 

Leslie Hunt, Past Chair

Marissa Keenan

Mike Meador

Nick Polumbus 

Erin Sabin

Rachel Schmidt 

Becky Smith-Powell 

WLP STAFF
Heidi Van Everen, Executive Director 

Cynthia Ingelfinger, 
   Director of Development 

Jedd Sankar-Gorton, Program Director

Nathan Tuebner, Program Manager

Sarah MacCormick, Trail Coordinator

Christiane Hinterman, 
   Education Coordinator 

Smith Lake 
Legacy Project 

Steering  COMMITTEE
Julie Baldridge, Co-chair

Somer Treat, Co-chair 

Randy Mahoney 

Monica Pastor

Than Pulsifer

advisors
Lin Akey

Fred Jones

John Muhlfeld 

Hank Ricklefs

give back & donate
Whitefish Legacy Partners relies on the 

generosity of trail users, conservation-minded 
supporters, and local businesses. Your donation 
is an investment in the future of our community. 

Enjoy the Whitefish Trail, be a conservation
champion, and give back and donate today!

Help us maintain an accurate mailing list 
by letting us know of changes to your address. 

Email info@whitefishlegacy.org with corrections.

525 Railway St., Suite 206 | PO Box 1895

Whitefish, MT 59937 

406.862.3880 | info@whitefishlegacy.org

www.whitefishlegacy.org

scan code
to make your 

2024 donation.

https://www.whitefishlegacy.org/
https://www.whitefishlegacy.org/
https://www.facebook.com/whitefishlegacypartners
https://www.instagram.com/thewhitefishtrail/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDfNAGbD2JJWQpuHnradbUw

